REMARKS 



Claims 1-24 are pending in the application. 
Claims 17, 18, and 22 have been cancelled from the 
application, and new claims 25-30 have been added by 
this amendment. Therefore, claims 1-16, 19-21, and 23- 
30 are at issue. 

This preliminary amendment adds no new mat- 
ter. The specification has been amended to insert a 
cross reference to related applications. New claims 
25-30 find support in originally filed claims 1-24. 
The claims also have been amended to delete multiple 
dependencies and improve the form of the claims. 

It is submitted that the claims are in a 
proper form and scope for allowance. An early and 
favorable action on the merits is respectfully re- 
quested . 

Should the examiner wish to discuss the fore- 
going, or any matter of form in an effort to advance 
this application toward allowance, the examiner is 
urged to telephone the undersigned at the indicated 
number . 
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Respectfully submitted, 
MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN LLP 



(Registration No. 32,361) 
Attorneys for Applicants 
6300 Sears Tower 
233 South Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 

(312) 474-6300 




Chicago, Illinois 
December 1, 20 04 
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